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Abstract 
 
 
This study explores women’s experiences of sex with men. It is based on 
qualitative data collected from eighteen life history interviews. Such an 
approach provides means for examining women’s sexual experiences 
over time. The study finds that women give meaning to their sexual 
experiences through two main discursive representations: the passive, 
“proper” and sexually obliging girlfriend or wife, and the active and 
“sexually equal” woman. However, these representations do not capture 
the entirety of women’s sexual experiences. The life history analysis 
demonstrates that women are not simply inscribed by discourse. Rather, 
they are embodied beings actively engaged in pursuing sexual identities. 
Central to the process is a relationship between the practice of sex and 
self-reflexivity over time. Finally, the study demonstrates how the process 
of gaining sexual subjectivity is shaped by the material conditions of 
women’s lives. For instance, the praxeological circumstances of women’s 
class or race are powerful in recasting discourses of feminine sexuality, 
the meanings women ascribe to them, their access to broader sexual 
experiences, and the kinds of relationships they have with their male 
partners.  
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Textual Conventions 
 
All narratives of respondents are indented and single spaced with the 
respondents name next to their words 
 
 
JB Words of researcher 
 
[p] Brief pause 
 
[long p] 
 
Pause of longer then 4-5 seconds 
 
[laugh], [sigh], [shrug],  
[indifference] 
 
Text enclosed in square brackets includes 
explanatory information about speech intonations 
or physical gestures of the speaker 
 
… 
 
Indicates where a small amount of text has been 
removed for clarity 
 
